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SUBJECT: MORNING SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT REPORTS 

1 . AUSTRALIA'S MAN IN HANOI VIEWS US VISIT 

AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO HANOI JOHN BROOK TOLD EMBASSY 
BANGKOK THAT NO ONE IN HANOI KNOWS WHAT THE VIETNAMESE 
ARE PREPARED TO OFFER THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION, BUT HE 
BELIEVES THEY WILL CONDITION PROGRESS ON THE MIA ISSUES 
TO US WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. HE CON- 
FIRMED THAT VICE FOREIGN MINISTER PHAN HIEN CONTINUES TO 
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OVERSEE US/VIETNAM RELATIONS AND WILL MOST LIKELY BE THE 
MAJOR CONTACT OF THE COMMISSION. IF PRIME MINISTER PHAM 
VAN DONG EVER STEPS INTO THE PROCEEDINGS, IT WOULD BE A 
"VERY GOOD SIGN." AMBASSADOR BROOK ALSO NOTED THAT: 

-CONDITIONS IN THE SOUTH REMAIN SO DIFFERENT FROM 
THOSE IN THE NORTH THAT SEPARATE ADMINISTRATION AND 
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POLICIES WILL BE REQUIRED FOR YEARS TO COME. 

-VIETNAM'S FOOD SHORTAGE, EXACERBATED BY DROUGHT AND 
INCLEMENT WEATHER, WILL PERSIST UNTIL SOMETIME IN 
1978. 

EMBASSY COMMENT: BROOK IS AN EXPERIENCED AND RESPECTED 
DIPLOMAT. WHILE FREELY ADMITTING THAT HE IS AS ILL- 
INFORMED AS ALL WESTERNERS IN RESTRICTED HANOI, HE PRO- 
VIDES WELL-FORMULATED VIEWS FOR WHICH WE MUST ASSUME HE 
HAS A REASONABLE BASIS. (CONFIDENTIAL) BANGKOK 5468, 3/14.) 

2. TURKISH PLANS RAISE GREEK HACKLES 

EMBASSY ATHENS REPORTS THAT TURKEY S PLAN TO CONDUCT COM- 
BINED AIR-SEA MILITARY EXERCISES IN THE AEGEAN MARCH 21- 
27 HAS SPARKED SHARP REACTION IN GREECE. ALTHOUGH THE 
NEWS WAS TREATED SOBERLY BY THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED TV 
AND RADIO, IT WAS CHARACTERISTICALLY SENSATIONALIZED BY 
THE LOCAL PRESS. THE FORTHCOMING EXERCISES WERE ALSO 
SHARPLY CRITICIZED BY LEADERS OF THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION, 

WHO TERMED THEM VIOLATIONS OF THE BERN AGREEMENT AND THE 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT AND DEMANDED AN IMMEDIATE END TO ON- 
GOING BILATERAL TALKS ON AEGEAN ISSUES. 

EMBASSY COMMENT: THE GREEK GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES TURKEY S 
RIGHT TO CONDUCT SUCH MANEUVERS IN AND OVER INTERNATIONAL 
WATERS, BUT IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE SCOPE AND DURATION OF 
THE EXERCISES, AND THE USE OF LIVE AMMUNITION. ACCORDING 
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TO THE MFA'S ACTING DIRECTOR OF TURKISH-CYPRIOT AFFAIRS, 

THE GREEK AMBASSADOR IN ANKARA RAISED THESE CONCERNS WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER CAGLAYANGIL, BUT THE TURKS DECLINED TO 
MODIFY THEIR PLANS. (CONFIDENTIAL) ATHENS 2312, 3/14.) 

3. ZAIRE: DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES 

AMBASSADOR CUTLER REPORTS FROM KINSHASA THAT PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU HAS ORDERED AN INCREASED DIPLOMATIC EFFORT REGARD- 
ING THE SHABA ATTACK. A ROVING AMBASSADOR HAS BEEN DIS- 
PATCHED TO A NUMBER OF AFRICAN STATES TO: 

-REVIEW ZAIRE'S RECORD OF UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS TO 
NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA; AND 

-CONSULT ON MEANS OF MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF SOVIET/ 

CUBAN STRATEGY IN VARIOUS PARTS OF AFRICA. 

AMBASSADOR'S COMMENT: MOBUTU NOW CLEARLY UNDERSTANDS THE 
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IMPORTANCE WE PLACE ON DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS IN AFRICA. FOR- 
EIGN MINISTER NGUZA DOES NOT FAVOR MAKING A FORMAL APPEAL 
TO THE OAU FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF THE BORDER ATTACK 
BECAUSE OF THE LIKELIHOOD THAT RADICAL MEMBERS WOULD 
EITHER OPPOSE THE REQUEST OR FIND WAYS OF TURNING IT TO 
ANGOLA'S ADVANTAGE. NOR DOES HE BELIEVE ZAIRE SHOULD GO 

BEYOND REPORTING THE ATTACK TO THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
SINCE IT WOULD BE WORSE TO SEEK AND FAIL TO GET POSITIVE 
COUNCIL ACTION THAN NOT TO TRY AT ALL. (CONFIDENTIAL) 
KINSHASA 2260, 3/14.) 

4. AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW OF THE POLISARIO 

A JOURNALIST WHO SPENT A RELATIVELY UNRESTRICTED WEEK WITH 
THE POLISARIO IN SOUTHWESTERN ALGERIA AND THE SAHARA GAVE 
EMBASSY ALGIERS THE FOLLOWING VIEWS: 
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-THE REFUGEE POPULATION OF POLISARIO CAMPS APPEARS 
TO BE CLOSE TO THE 80,000 CITED BY UN OBSERVERS, AND 
THE NUMBER IS GROWING. 

-MOROCCAN ATROCITIES AFTER THE SPANISH WITHDRAWAL 
HELPED FORGE A NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS, AND THE SAHA- 
RANS WILL NOT ACCEPT ABSORPTION BY MOROCCO. 

-POLISARIO LEADERS, WHO STAUNCHLY CLAIM INDEPENDENCE 
FROM ALGERIAN MACHINATIONS, WANT THE WEST TO KNOW 
THEIR MOVEMENT IS NOT RADICAL LEFTIST, AS THE MOROC- 
CANS CLAIM, BUT INCLUDES ALL SHADES OF SAHARAN OPINION 

EMBASSY COMMENT: THE JOURNALIST, WHO HAS MANY TRUSTED 
MOROCCAN CONTACTS AND WENT TO THE SAHARA IN A HIGHLY SKEP- 
TICAL FRAME OF MIND, HAS NOW COME TO SEE THAT THE MOROCCAN 
POSITION IS UNSOUND. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) ALGIERS 668, 

3/14.) 
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